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Millions of Dollars In-1
vested in Mills and

Factories.
-¦ £f

STILL HAS ROOM
FOR MANY MORE

Capital of Alleghany County One
of State's Most Prosperous
Business Centres, and It Ib
Growing and Getting Bet-

ter and Bigger Every
Day.

BY FIU.VK S. WOODSOS,
Induntrlol Editor.

Covlngton, Va., Juno 3..When one

passes through this town on one of
the fast-flying trains of the Chesa¬
peake and Ohio Railroad ho will catch
a glimpse of at least two large manu¬
facturing plants, and will probably
make a mental observation that this
must be something of a manufacturing
town. 1 have made such an obaerva-
tlon myself when rushing by, but until
I came here and took a tramp and an
automobile ride around the town and
along the Jackson Blver, and up and
down the sidetracks built to reach In¬
dustrial plants that arc not seen from
the windows of the passing passenger
trains. 1 never dreamed that within
the corporate l'tnlts of Covlngton. a
town of not more than 6,000 inhabi¬
tants, and the Immediate suburbs, more
than 18,000,000 of tho coin of the realm
is Invested In mills and factories of
one kind and another; nor did I dream
that there may be found here power
and eligible sites for as many more
plants of the industrial kind and for
aa much more Investment of money
seeking b'g dividends and proximity to
the raw material.

Such, however, are the facts, and
what Is more, these mills and fac¬
tories make Covlngton the largest
shipping point on the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railway between Cincinnati and
Newport News, some of the coal
mines and the city of R'chmond ex¬
cepted.

Caae Where Money Talka.
The books of the company will show

, that this station takes In more freight
money than any other station on the
road between, the points named, with
the exceptions noted
For Instance, one concern,, the West

Virginia Pulp and Paper Mills, ships
on an average eight carloads of paper
per day, paper made of pulp ground
from West Virginia spruce logs and
hauled here; and this company prepays,all of Its freight, besides paying onor-
nioun freight bills on the spruce togs
as they come here In tralnload lots, and
on the hundreds of carloads of coal

'.that has to be used and on the tons
Upon tons of sulphur, lime and other
materials, that have to' be used in
making pulp and paper. This is one
case that goes to explain the enormous
receipts of the railway company at
this point. No wonder the company
. o quickly responded to tho request of
the people nnd the Board of Trade to
'give Covlngton an upto-date passenger
station. The foundations for this ata-
tlon, which is to he a duplicate of the
Staunton station, and to cost between
$30.000 and $40,000, are now being laid.

Another big pulp and paper mill,
which makes the coarse paper and
boards with which sult-cas.;s and a
'thousand and one other things are
made or lined, is also a big prepayingshipper, as are also the biggest tanningestablishment in Virginia, the big ma¬
chine-making works, the extract
works, the two enormous brlck-maklngplants, the two large flouring mills, the
Covlngton branch of the Lowmoor Iron
"Works, and numerous smaller concerns,to say nothing of the tribute the mer¬
chants of this wide-awake town pay'
tar Incoming and outgoing freight.

Much Money Invented.
As before said, these manufacturingindustries have Invested here In build¬

ings, machinery, etc., vast sums of
money, for the largest is a. $4,000,000
plant, covering with Its buildings and
ya'rds twenty-five acres of land, and
employs from 650 to 700 people. An¬
other Is a $1,000,000 plant, and cm-
ploys 200 people. Another Is-a doublet
plant. Iron works In town and ore |mines out of town, and reached' by
steam railways of their own. Is a $500,- j000 investment, and employes in (lush
times 600 people. j
"Another has a quarter of million

dollars Invested, and employs 200 peo-
pie. Another Is operating on at least
$150,000, and employs many people,The other enterprises mentioned above
run the capital Invested up beyond
$6,000,000, and Increase the number of
people who are constantly employed on
wages to more than 2,000.

Building Boom Im On.
That is one reason why CovlngtonIs such a good merchandising town,

nnd why strong and perfectly managedbanks flourish here, and It is also why
a building boom is on just at this
time. It requires big stores to supply
the goods for these workmen and
workers, and many houses for them
to live in. Right now Covlngton is
much like Richmond, In that houses
arc being town down that larger and
better ones may take thuir places, and
new business structures and new
residences snd new cottages are going
up in every part of the town.

All of the manufacturing plants now
In operation hero except one have been
In operation several years, but all of-
them have been greatly enlarged, and
some are building more houseroorn and
Increasing machinery and operatives
now. This explains'the rapid Increase
In population and the consequent in¬
crease In business, and the necessity
for a building boom.

AlmoHt a City.
In 1000 the population of Covlngton

was but a little over 1,000. Tho census
of 1910 gives It -1,230, while Rosedale,
Dry Run and other suburbs that butt
right tip against the corporation line
and house Covlngton business people
add fully 1,000 to this number. It Is
my prediction that In two years fro'm
now Covlngton will havo to be listed
among tho Vlrglnlav cities, for the
wldp-awako people are going to bring
more Industries here, and It will not

(Continued on Third Page.)
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DUN'S REPORT OF
FAILURES III MAY

Record Denotes an Improvement
in Conditions Over Recent

Months.
¦¦.' ';

< ¦'''.'/ !During May the number of commer¬
cial failures In the Untied Slates re-
'ported to Ft. G. Dun & Co. was 1.006.
with total liabilities of $13,469,769. In
num,ber and amount the May failures
wore above the normal, but the record,
nevertheless, denotes J-n improvement
in 'conditions over recent preceding
months. The number of failures was
the smallest in rive months/, comparing
with 1,206 in April; 1,124 In March;
1.1SS in February; 1,062 !!: January, and
1,028 in" December. The total liabilities
of the month were' also less than in
the. preceding -five months, comparing
with $16.[12-1.776 In April; $18.474.C41 in
March; J17.0S6.471 in February; $24,-
090,649 In' January and $17,029.0S1 in
December. As compared with preced¬
ing years, the May record of liabilities
contrasts with $9,590,1S6 in May, 1910;$14.383,760 in 1909; $13,643.351 In 1908;
$9,965,410 in 1907, and $ 12,992,'SOQ' in
1906.
Of the total liabilities in May of

513.469.7S9. $5.863.260 were In the
manufacturing class; $6,002.124 in the
trading class, and $1,604,405 In the
class of brokers and agents. The
manufacturing liabilities, while less
than In any of the preceding six
months, cum pa red with $3,677,256 in
Muy. 1910: with $7.136,140 in 1909; with
$6,9SS.9$S In 1903: With $4,75S. 125 in
1907. and $4.06S,273 In 1906. The trading
liabilities of $6.002,124 compared with
«3,910,851 in May, 1910; with $4,974,233
in 191)9; with $5,570,684 .in 190S; with
$4.085.215 in 1907. and with $4.S12.S42
In 1906. The liabilities among brokers
and agent.,, amounting to $1,604,105.
compared with $1,996.000 In 1910; $2-
253,377 In 1909.: $1.0S3,709 In 190S. and
51,171.440 in 1907.
Fight of thc lifteen different indus¬

trial lines,, included In which the manu¬
facturers' class is divided, reported
larger liabilities as compared with
1910. Iron, nulls and foundries reported
$6S2.200 as compared with $216,328;
Woolens, carpets and knit goods, $225.-
000. tis compared with $25,000; cottons,
lace and hosiery, $384,126, as compared
with $4,000, and lumber, carpenters and
coopers. $1,10t'..304, as compared with
$633.470. Machinery and .tools report¬
ed liabilities of only $199.Si 5 as against
$360,162 .a year ago. In the class of
traders, thirteen1 of the nrteen differ¬
ent branches of business reported IIa-I
bllltics higher than last year, includ¬
ing general stores, $618,538'; against
$537,;i9S in, 1910; groceries, meats nnd
dsn, $598.996 against $509,387; liquors
and tobacco, $497.220 against $252,259:
dry goodä and carpets, $508,127 against
$2S6,225, and hardware, stoves and
tools $658.S01 against $63.362.

Trepuring for .Fair.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch. ]Cape diaries, Vat., June 3..Great Improve¬ments are being liiado for llio Eastern Shorn

Agricultural Fair nt Tasley, which opensthis year on August 19. A large exhibition
ball I« being erected for'musical Instru¬
ments, educational exhibits, etc. 'A nice,well-sodded Held for huauball and other
athletic games Is alroady prepared.

nans for' flood Roads.
[S'peclftl to The Times-Dispatch.]Cnpe Charles. Vn., June .1..Citizens of

Willis Wharf have raised SSVJO to supple¬
ment the county and State, funds for build¬
ing a road from ICxrmoio Station to thai
place. Mr.. McCready, a. wealthy New York¬
er, who has recently purchnnod property In
Upshurs Nock, ngrced to put up on' amount
In order to> havo a good road there. This
work will bo taken up at once by the State
Highway Commission,

ittt'

VIEWS AND NEAR VIEWS;
HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

More About That Mule-Footed Hog.Can Vir¬
ginia Make Cott-n?.'Mountain Grown
,.'iruck---A Point or-Two on Good

i.oads. incr riints.
UV FItAXK S. WOODSOX,

industrial Edltor.
A good friend, and,! regret that he |

does not allow me to use his name,
writes me that I umnearly a hundred
years behind time on the mule-footed
hog pro]>uslt!t>n, which was so elab-j
oralely considered in the Industrial
Section a week ago. This friend
thinks that the story written, so far]
as j l;t concerned the history/of the j
mule-footed nog., commenced at
the wrong end. He assures me
that the first mule-footed hog
ever seen in the world was born in
King William county, in this State, and
was, as a matter of course, regarded
as a freak of nature, From this freak,
however, there came many good and
healthful 'porkers. Somehow, or in
some, other way, so says my informant,
the- mulo-footed hog played out In
King William, and probiibly ce%-enty-
live or more years ago he was for¬
gotten.

It is a little curious, to say the least
of It, that a twentieth century King
William county farmer should be en¬
thusiastically spending money to in¬
troduce In that county and.In the
whole State of Virginia a breed of
porkers that less than a hundred years
ago appeared. In that same county as
a freak that was worthless, and that
because of. Its worthlessnoss, was .al¬
lowed to die out or maybe was killed
out.

All the same, if it proves true that
the mule-footed, hog ie cholera im¬
mune, and Farmer. Smith', of Horn
Quarter. plantation, in king .William
county, Is going to find out if .'it Is |true, then tho mulo-footed ,.hog. will
be worth on an average of ?2,000,000 a
year to Virginia, when he gets proper¬
ly Introduced,, and this Is a .fact
whether'the mulo-footed hog. first ap¬
peared In.King William or In Africa.

Vlrclnlnrtärown Cotton.
A gentloinHii who lives in, Ttock-

brldgo county, Just under the. shadow^,
of the grand mountain peaks that look
down upon tho, Natural uridgo 'apd' a

«<. '. :'.>'.'..''¦'./.¦ >¦'¦. . .'. ...'«;.. ..'

whole lot of other lovely things *n the
valley below.lovely things that can
be, seen only in the valleys between
the mountain ranges of Ohl Virginia,
writes me u short note, in which ho
says he has read an editorial or a com- |
meat or a communication in The
Tinjes-uispau-h about 'cotton-growingin Virginia. He thinks Virginia.all
of Virginia.cu'n grow cotton mighty
neor.ns well as Georgia. I am Inclined
to take issue with him as to some
parts of Virginia, but the story he
tells is at lcu3t interesting, and hero
It Is:
"My grandfather, who evidently be¬

lieved in his day, as does' the Indus¬
trial 13dltor of The Times-Dispatch in
this day, that Old Virginia can grow
anything thai Is worth growing, had
¦a habit of planting on his mountain
lands and valley lands every, kind of
seed known in the agricultural records,
lie used to' plant coilon right under
the shadow of the mountain, not much
cotton. but" enough to show that the
lands right under the mountains could
grow the staple. A few rows, perhaps
a half a dozen, and they not over ten
yards in length, comprised his cotton
crop, and the cotton grew and ma¬
tured well. It was picked and seeded
by. hand, just'for the fun of the thing,
but my grandmother found use for the
cotton when it showed up in its beau¬
tiful .whiteness."

Well, who knows but what cotton
can be grown a little hotter under the
guardianship of that blessed mountain
shed that protects half of , Virginia
from storms and frosts nnd other evils,
than It can be down In Georgia and
Texas nnd other points where'the hot
weather- breeds the boll weevil to de¬
stroy the cotton after it blooms? It Is
certain that the weevil can't live In the
high latitude of Virginia.

I dare, to suggest that some of the
Plttsylvanla county folks and some
of the folks of Halifr. ¦. and some of
those good farmers in Albemarlo and
Augusta nnd Nelson and' Allegheny
counties, right in and under the'moun-

(Continued on Third Page-}. .

Within a Decade Increase in
North Carolina Amounts to

129 Per Cent.
[Special to Tho Tlmcs-Dtspitch.l

Raleigh. N. C, June 3..That within
the past ten years North Carolina hus
advanced 129 per cent. In the value of
farm products Is n significant feature
of the annual report of Commissioner
of Agriculture \v\ A. Graham, made
to the State Board of Agriculture,' re¬
cently In session' here.
The increase-has been from 553.000.-

000, farm product value in 1900. to
5122.000,000 In 1910. With this state¬
ment, he points out Qiao that in 1900
there were held 'n the State, under the
auspices of tho Agricultural Depart¬
ment,, only twenty fanners* institutes,
whereas there were held during 1910
more than 100. the increase having]been gradual through the decade. He
congratulated the board on discon¬
tinuing expensive and unprofitable ex¬
hibits at great expositions, and expend¬
ing royenues in .direct effort with the
farmers to improve their methods.
The commissioner reports receipts of

the department from the 20-cent ton¬
nage tax on fertilizer tags and other
sources for the. six months, ending
June 1, to bo 5170,194, with a balance
in the treasury of $58,040. The sale of
fertilizer tags represents a total ton¬
nage of. 683,247 tons.sold in.the State
for the six months. Tho recolpts from
the oil division, which go into tho
genorat fund of the State Treasury, aro
not included in tho depurtmont re¬
ceipts. This division brought In $26,163
for the six months. The expenses of
the division wore $12,216, leaving a
balance net profit to the Stato' of
$14,000.

In reviewing'the work of the sovernl
divisions of the department, tho com¬
missioner declares that there Is "grati¬
fying progress In all, these Including
the lest forms, the State Museum, di¬
vision of animal Industry, entomology,
horticulture,, .demonstration, .botany,
'agronomy, pure food work and the oil
division.

CORN IS KING IN
OLD VIRGINIA

The Feature of-Features at the
Comjng State Fair Will

Be Corn.

AGRICULTURE TO. FRONT

General Prizes and Special Pri7.es |
That Will Do Homage

to King Corn.

When the first exhibition of the re¬
organized State Fair was held the gen¬
eral cun-.menl was that the farmers
.were not exhibiting as was expected
and as had been hoped for. In fuel,
the- buildings set apart for agricultural
exhibits were almost emnty. The fall-
management readily recognized thejfact' that's Virginia State'Fair, withthe farmer end of it in the vocative,
would not be a Virginia exhibition,
and at once they went to work to more
greatly interest farmers. The second
exhibition showed up somowhat betterin the agricultural department, but not
as well os the management had hopedfor. The third yeiir the agricultural
exhibit was very tine, and yet it war.
not jest what Virginia could show ano
what it ought to show, and "

so the
management has simply kept on pull¬ing at the agricultural end of the fair.Last year there was a line exhibit, andthe corn end of It was something Im¬
mense, something that attracted theattention of all of the country. For]nearly a year the agricultural and farmjournals of the country have been tell-ing about the great corn exhibit made':
at last fall's State Fair, and Virginia Ihas been well advertised. This hasgreatly encouraged the management ofthe State Fair, and this year bigger!things are going, to be done.

. The Kenlure of Features.The agricultural department of thefair Is really going to be the featurethis year, nnd the corn exhibit Is goingto be the real feature of the agricul¬tural feature. Already the prizes havebeen arranged, and "King Corn" Isreally going to bo the king of the fair.The fair Is four months away, and It'looks like printing things far ahead totalk about the Lorn prizes now. but itIs well enough for the Virginia corngrowers to know whut is In store forthem.
B?low Is the list of tiie "King Corn"special prizes that will be offered, andevery one of them la guaranteed.There will be no scaling or trimming.Everything will go Just as named Inthe list below. However, there are cer-'tain rules and regulations that mustbe complied with. Only Virginia corncan .compete for the prizes. Every earmust bo grown on Virginia soli, and,competition is open to nil Virginiafarmers. Thero will be no condition;as to seed used.no matter whnt kindof seed corn went Into the ground,nor where it came from, just so theexhibited corn is Virginia-grown andshows up nil right. There will be ab¬solutely no charge for entering or forthe space used by the exhibits. As amntter of fact, th© competition will beabsolutely free to..Virginia corn grow¬ers.';.' :

Here is the list of special pi-lies:Class. 1. Single enr, .white cornFirst prize, $50; second, $25; third, $10;fourth, $9; fifth, $8; sixth, $7; seventh,$6; eighth, $5; ninth. $4; tenth. ?3;eleventh, $2; twelfth, $1.
Sydnor Punip und Well Company.Richmond, will gl ye.' to winner of first

(ContlnueT~on^'Mrd Fuge.)

The Summer Dullness
Not So Dull as Some
Folks May 'Ihink.

RENTAL BUSINESS
LOOMING UP NOW

Month of May Something of a

Record Breaker.June Busi¬
ness Following Close Behind.
Suburbs Having Their Day
and Time.Building Boom
Knows No Cessation.

There Is much diversity of opinion
among the real estate ageets. Som«
of them tell about big business,
while others talk about dullness spe¬
cially, and dullness generally. Prob¬
ably It is a question of construction
of the English language as It applies
to tho real estate business. An agent
who Is in the habit of making very
big doals thinks times are awfully dull
if lie fails to pull off a $100.000 deal,
or at least a $40,000 or $50.000 deal,
while the smaller follow who does a
$'.'.*i.000 business for a week think.*
business has been mighty good.
The little1 fellows were considerably

In the limelight the past week, and
they pulled off a number; of little
dculs scattered all over tho city and
away out in the suburbs that counted
up In the aggregate right well.

An It FootM Up.
Something like a half a million dol¬

lars of business was done in one way
.and another. Some of the business
was in the nature of swapping and
trading, but it was business all the
same, and the commissions were col¬
lected all right?

There were no really large trans¬
actions that have l>een made public as
yet. There Is a rumor In the air that
a big deal Is about to be made at
Eleventh and Main Streets, but tho
agents who are In a position to know
and the fellows who hold certnin al¬
leged options u-e as muni as the pro-
verblal oyster, and there is no tri liny,'
what is going on at Eleventh and Main,
but everybody knows that the propertythere is for sale, and so Is all other
good property In the city If the figures
of the would-be buyers are large
enough.

An Aircnt's View.
A Main Street real estate agent who

was Interviewed summed the situation
up pretty well, I guess, when he said
to mo:

'.While the last few days of May
were absolutely dull, no kick should be
coming from any of the real estate
dealers on account of a slight let-upIn sales, as the good old month of
May goes down in history as a record-
breaker in many things never hereto¬
fore noted. It had the largest number
of deeds''ever admitted to record in
the courts, amounting in both city and
county courts to over 800 different In¬
struments, which alone Is a fair Index
to the activity in teal estate. and
shows thai much dealing is done whichdoes not crop out on tho surface or Is
even mentioned by the newspaperscribes.

"Second, over $500,000 in permits
for new buildings alone were Issued bythe Building Inspector,- which does
not Include the enormous quantity of
work now In progress. in fact, a
New York man In going around with
a Main Street agent, was so Impressedwith the fact that he remarked that
It looked as If the whole town is be¬
ing rebuilt In every direction. He
saw old houses coming down and
new ones going up all over town.There Is scarcely a street In Richmond
but what there is a pile of rubbish or
building material blocking the high¬
way, attesting In no uncertain terms
that In building operations there never
was as much doing as at present."

"Outside of real estate it was tho
dryest May. the coldest May, tho hot¬
test May, and the least rainfall ever
observed by the oldest inhabitant; so
that in real estate, temperature and
rainfall it goes down Into history as
a great record-breaking month.'.'

Suhurhun DolugM.
There are but few particulars to tell

about. Tue renting season Is near at
hand nnd the agents are just now giv¬ing a lot of attention to that end of
the business.

In the meantime the suburban do¬
ings are somewhat worth noticing.This is tho season when the suburbs
are at their best, and the agents who
handle this class of property are hav¬
ing a vigorous time, Norwood, Just
beyond Barton Heights to the north of
the city, Is looming up In great shape,
and It is said that sales of homes are
being made there every day In the
year. Four houses and seven lots were
sold In Norwood iast week.
Out at Westham there has been good

business, nnd the new syndicate which
controls that property Is offering spe¬cial Inducements, and these special in¬
ducements are attracting buyers of
home places. Twelve lots were sold
there last week. Business has bean
pretty good In Glnter. Park, the old
reliable, and the agents report several
good sales of lots tc prospective home)
builders.

Suburb* In the I.lmellght.
Colonial Place Is this week celebrat¬

ing Its first anniversary. It was June
6 of last year that this suburb was
opened up. Within the past year tho
agents have sold 500 lots out there,
a majority of them going to homo-
makers nnd tho others to speculators
who knew a good thing when they
saw It on the blue map. The pro¬
jectors of this property have made
great Improvements and they are keep-
lng up the good work.
The Woodland Heights people report:

the. sales of twenty-seven building lots
during the past month.
The West End Homo Building ASr

soctatlon arc developing tho fine Boil-
lovard property, and Mr. Gover. tho
agent In charge, tolls me that there In
a strong and growing demand for lots
on tho Bouleva rd and adjoining streets.
This company has recently sold lots
to Mrs Strcat, M. L. Hofhelmer, I}. W.
»iowlo3. Jr.. H. R. Bowles and H. Mw,
Smith, Jr. Mr. Smith now owns .tho,
entire block bounded by the Boula-.'I vard, Beverly. Mulberry and 'ChafUfv

.tConflnuod or Tlilrd^Pajro.i ~*


